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Pre-requisites for this presentation: 

1. Understand Unit Testing

2. Know what a mock object is will help

3. Groking TDD in your soul is a bonus  

Level: Intermediate to Advanced



David Starr

¸ Pluralsight Trainer and Consultant

¸ Microsoft MVP in Team System

¸ Founder of ElegantCode.com and the 
ElegantCode Cast podcast

¸ Agile Guy

¸ @elegantcoder



Overview

This is a discussion about developer testing

¸ What we mean by ñAgileò testing

¸ Expressing Desirements Well

¸ Making Specifications from Desirements 

¸ Going Further



WHAT WE MEAN BY 

òAGILEó TESTING

Because the term isnôt already overloaded quite enough



Agile Testing

¸ Testing from the user point of view

¸ Testing early and often

¸ Passing tests accompany each incremental 
delivery of product



How to Achieve It

¸ Keep these things simple
ïSpecifications

ïTests

ïSystem design

¸ Use a grammar that joins everything together
ïUser stories

ïWith scenarios



Executable Specifications 

- The Holy Grail

1. Customer or business analyst writes a 
specification

2. That specification is (or generates) a failing 
test

3. The test is made to pass



Desirements are not Specifications

¸ Sentences in Word documents are not 
programmatically enforceable

¸ Desirements are what someone wants the 
software to do

¸ Specifications are the desirable things the 
software actually does

¸ Specifications change right to the end



The Tests are Specifications

¸ Tests are proof desirements have been met

¸ Tests are not proof bugs do not exist

¸ Every passing test is a Specification



EXPRESSING 

DESIREMENTS WELL

First things first



User Stories

As a <role> 

I want <some feature> 

so that <benefit>.



The Community Recipe Box

¸ As a recipe recorder I want to tag my recipes 
so I can find them via ad-hoc tags

¸ As a recipe seeker I want to search by tag 
values so I can find recipes via ad-hoc tags

¸ As a recipe seeker I want to search by recipe 
ingredient so I can find recipes for the 
ingredients I have on hand.


